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CHECK BELOW
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22
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REPLY TO JAPANESE PROTEST REGARDING TAIE] MARU LONG OVERD[W, s
DESIRE YOU EXPEDITE ALL POSSIBLE FORWARDING ANSVWERS SPEC|AE® -
! / F.01
INTERROGAT ION UR (43258 MARCH, o .
SURVIVORS TESTIMONY EXPECTED STRENGTHEN OUR CASE MATER FALLNes . .
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Ship and

Tamahoko
(8780 grt)
24 June

Harukiku

(5040 grt)
26 June

2518
(e

(aua
12 Sngrt)

Kachl.dak:l. :
(10809 grt)

12 8ept

Unidentified
21 Sept

Arisan (ton-
nage unknotn)
24 Qot

Oryoku -

(7385
15 n.ogrt)

Place

Sunk

Ooff sw
Kyushu

Off N

Sumatra

ore
Mindanao

South China
Ssa

South China
Sea

Off Bataan

Between
Luzon and
Formosa

Subic Bay
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P/Ws No.
en routo No. P/Ws No. Iiisg-
_.E.&@_ Saved ing
Java 455 Britlah 212
£75 Dutoh {(inecl.
_42 U, s, 13 U.8.) 8560
e :
Sumatra 720 Allled 540 180
Mindanao 760 U.8. 83 887
' - (escaped)
Thailand 1317 British 396
] ané Austral- (incl., 161
ian by U.8. 821
subs)
Posasibly 960 Allled 519 431
Thailand '
Possibly 1260 Allied 271 979
Probably 1783 U.S. ] 1778
« I, (esoaped)
~ Luzon 1700 U. 8, 1336 363
(approx. ) (approx.)
2 escaped
Totals 9242 3383 8879
=i
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1. The Japaneee have . notiried the U, 8. Ds-
partment of State that a transport carrying 772 Allied
prisoners of war (42 American, 456 British, 275 Dutch)
from Java wasg torﬁedoaﬂ and sunk’ off the coast of Japan
on 20 June 44, and that the Japanésa rescued 212 of the
prisoners (including 13 Americans). A Jepanese Army
ahippiﬁg message of 27 June, reporting the sinking, iden-
tifles the ship aa'tha 8,780-grt freighter Tamahoko thu
and confirme the number of prisoners aboard as 772%, but
givés no information on the muber lost. Two other Japa=
nese messages, as well as. a U.S, submarine cruilse report,
indlcate that the sinking actually ococurred not on 20
June but on 24 June, off Nagasaki (SW Kyushu).

2. The Japanese have notified the Department
of State that a transport carrying 720 Alllied prisoners
was sunk by a auhmarine of f Sumatra on 28 June 44, and
that the Japanese rescued 540 of the prisoners. Two days
after the sinklng the Japanese Army prisoner depot at
Singapore gent the following. mesaage to: Tokyo:

"A ship carrying 720 prisonars of war and

¥The Bhip was also carrying 409 paaaengera and 1,400
tons of sugar, _ ’
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a staff of 54 from Medan [N Sumatta] to éﬁk&nbaroe
. [Central Sumatral was attacked by an Allied sub-
‘marine at 1400 on the 26th, at a point 100 nautical
. miles south of Belawan. Tt sank 16 minutes later.
Twenty-seven civilian employees, three "ataff person-
nel' and 180 prisoners of war were killed. The
rest, who were resoued, arrived at Singapore on.the
28th and were quartered there. There are many _
wounded, however, and for the present it is Ampos~
sible to transport them to their destination. !
Other measagea indiocate that the ship carrying the priaon—
ers was the Harukiku Maru, a 3040«grt paaaenger-freighter.

3. The Japanése have notified the Department
of State that a transport cerrying 750 American priaoners
of war was sunk by & submarine off Mindanao on 7 Sept 44
The Japsnese did not report that any prisoners had been
reacued; and a Domei broadcast of 17 Sept stated that
"750 American prisoners as well as the Japanese crew were
lost." Eighty-three of the priaonera.eacapedy'howevor,
and made ‘thelr way ashore to Join guerrilla forces. A
Japanese Navy message of 6 Sept identifies the ship as
the 2,618-grt freighter sShinyo Maru, which wes en route
from Davac to Manila, and confirms the number of prisoners
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aboard as 7860. On the basis of raporta'from the prison-
ers who escaped, the Department of State has filed a pro-

”,taat against "the oruel, inhumane treatment" to which the

.prisoners on the ship were subjeoted.

4. The Jﬁpannsa have nottriod tha British CGovern~-
ment that the Japanese resoued 245 prisoners of war from
a ship which, while en route from Thailand to Japan, was
sunk by an Allied submarine on 12 Sept 44, It is known from
8 number of sources that the ship was the Rakuyo Maru' (9,418-
grt passenger-freighter), which was torpedoed in the South
China Sea at about 0600I on 12 Sept, and that it was carry-
ing British and Australian prisoners of war. U.S. submarines
resoued 161 adﬂitlonai prisoner survivors (60 British, 91
Auaﬁralian). The British have protested agdinat thg Japa-
nese treatment of the prisoners at the time of the ainking.-
_ A Japanese Army shipping message sent on 22 Sept
(ten days after the sinking) made the following report on
the Rakuyo Maru:
(1) "There were 1,317 prisoners of war aboard,
‘and 1,061 are miasing.h* '

“Those figures indioate that the Japanese rescued 266
prisonerg--21 more than the figure in their later notifioca-
tion to the British Government.  The difference may repre-
sant men who died after being resocued. '
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(2) "There were 600 passengers aboard (2 are
miaaing) and 127 ehip® a personnel (5 are missing).”
(3) The ship was carrying a substential amount
- of bauxite. |
From a number of other messages it appears that the Rakuyo
Haru was part of the HI.72 Convoy (Singapore to Empirs),
whiohlloat a tota; of four merchant ahips_aﬁ & result 6:
U.S. gubmarine attaoks in the South China Sea on 12 Sept.

- bo  After the attack on the Rakuyo Maru the

HI-72 Convoy hesded for refuge. at Yulin (3 Hainan). At
22401 on the night of the 12th another ship in the convoy,
the Kachidoki Maru {10,509 grt, ex-President Harrison),
was sunk by a U.S. submarine, about 150 miles northwest of
where the Rakuyo Maru hed gone down. The Japanese have
glven no offiocial notitioat;on_that-priaoners of-ﬁar were
aboard that ship, and there has been no non-Ultra evidence
that such was the ocase. The 22 Sept shipping message,
howevor, béaldeg'reporting on the Rakuyo Maru, stated
that 950 prisoners were aboard the Kachidoki Maru, and
that 431 of them were minaing, ( The masﬁaga also stated _
that 17 of the hsx ahip“n-pasqangers.and 12 of the 158 ship's
personnel were missing, and that the "majority" of the
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429 patients aboard were resoued, There is some indication
that the prisoners on the Kachidoki Maru (llka those on the
Bakuyo Maru) were rrom Thailand.

6. The Japanaae have notified the Department
of State that a ah;p carrying 1,250 Alliad.prlaonera was
sunk by airorart orr Bataan Peninsula on 21 Sept bl (during
the oarrier strike againet the Manils ares), and that the
Japanese rescued 271 of the prisoners. No other information

~on that sinking is available.

7. Aooording to five American prisonera of war
who managed to escape, a northbound Japanese ship, carrying

'_ahout 1,800 American prisoners of war, was torpedoed at sun-

down on the afternoon of 2i Oot 44 between Luzon and'Fbrmoaao.
Similar information has been furnished by a Japanese who
was aboard the ship, It 1s beliseved that the ship in quaatidn
was the Arisan Maru (tonnage unknown). A number of Japanese
nessages diaoloae that the Arisan Mary was sunk on 24 OQot,
at the time and plano indicated by the atatementa, Horaover,
& Japanese Army shipping message sent from Manlla on 25 Oct
(apparently before news of the sinking was reaeivod} stated
that the Arigan Maru had been loaded with *1,783 men
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(presumably prldqnorujglguardu, 30 [Japanese] noncommissioned
officers and men, and 300 cases of unit baggage.® The .
message added that the ship had left Manila on 20 Oot and
was sgheduled to arrive at Takao on the 25th. On 25 Oot

& Japanese destroyer reported the resocue of the "sommander
and 60 men" from the Arisan Maru. There is no other evi-
dence avallable on whether any prisoners aboard the ship

were rescued by the Japanese.

8. Acocording to one of two American prisoners
of war who managed to rejoin U.8, forces, & northbound
ship oarrying 1,600 Amerioan prisoners which left Manila
on 14 Dec was attacked by airoraft in Subio Bay on the 1llith
and 15th. Analysia of photographs taken during the attacks
1ndieamod that the ship, which sank on the 15th, probably
wna the 7,365-grt passenger-freighter Oryoku Maru. 4 number
of Japanese messages confirm that ldentification, disolose
that the ship was en route to Takao, and indlcate that as
many as 1,706'priaonara may have bden on board. Aooordlng
to a ocaptured diary, the ship alao wag oarrying a number

~ of Japanese evacuees. :

A Japanese Army ahipping moessage sent from Manila
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on 20 lﬁqc 4l stated that "the transportation [to Manila)]
by land route of the 33 guards and about 1,300 white
prisoners who,ypi'e shipwrecked on the Oryoku Maru will be
completed by the 2ith." 4 oapturad dooument states that
365 prisoners were lost in the sinking. .
-'M: The Japa.nés.e &ve_ not given official
~ notifioation on either of uhgi last two oases (2} Oat
and 15 Dec), and the Department of State has requested
the 8wliss Government to make approprilate inquiries.
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